    MANAGER’S PRE-TOURNAMENT INFORMATION
     The Texas Half Century Club would like to take this opportunity to thank you on behalf of the THCC and Senior Softball USA for your participation in Senior Softball USA and The Texas Half Century Club Tournaments in 2011. 
     The following information will help you help us have as smooth a transition as possible for the beginning of the tournament.  Each team will be required to check in at their pre-assigned time published online at www.texashalfcentury.com on Friday prior to the start of the next weeks tournament play.  The check-in procedure is designed to provide as accurate an attendance of players for each specific tournament as possible.  Manager’s should go online and fill out their rosters whenever possible.    Rosters will be emailed to THCC on Wednesday, prior to the start of tournament play beginning on Thursday. If you need assistance, please call George, Tiffany or Maggie at the SSUSA office (916 326-5303) and get the help you need in order to streamline the process at team check in prior to your first seeding games. All participants attending for your team for any given weekend will be asked to show their NATIONAL ID CARD and may be asked to sign the roster supplied.  The coach/manager of each team should bring the team ‘together’ to their designated check-in table at the pre-appointed time listed on the THCC website home page.  Players that have not received a new or renewed card back from SSUSA office should have some type of information in hand that they have initiated the process.  For further information regarding player registration cards go to www.seniorsoftball.com or call Maggie or Tiffany at 916 326-5303.
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          The tournament format provides a five game guarantee for each team. Depending on the number of teams and skill levels, pairings and equalizers will be determined after entries are received and each age group is analyzed.   Specific rules apply for both the seeding games and bracket play.  Please consult your team prior to play regarding theses nuances.  It will prevent heated and embarrassing situations when players try to act like coaches.  We do not desire to mix age groups and skill levels. However, entries received determine the final outcome. Run differentials, home run reductions and additional players are all possibilities and will be applied according to the latest published rating at www.seniorsoftball.com 

          Management reserves the right to classify teams according to SSUSA for Bracket Play based on unbalanced run differentials.  The run differential is determined by difference between runs scored versus run given up.  This can result in a plus, minus or zero ratio.  In seeding games, there can be teams that are heads up or there could be one classification difference between teams.  If a difference in classification occurs, the lower class team will have the option to gain the five run advantage (one run per inning beginning with their second at bat and continuing through the sixth at bat) or to play with 11 defensive players.  The home run allocations will be determined on a per tournament /classification basis. All balls hit out of the park after the maximum number of home runs allowed will count as singles.  The one up rule will be in effect.  The home team cannot go one up in the last a bat of the game.   
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PITCHER PROTECTION RULE 
Regarding the pitcher protection rule, this rule will remain as enforced in 2010.  Manager’s attendance is recommended at the manager’s meeting.  Failure to attend will not relieve the manager from being aware of the information necessary to  participate.  The “I did not know about that” will not work later in the tournament.  
      The rule now gives the pitcher the option to wear protective facemask and shin guards.  Should the pitcher elect not to do so, then he must sign on the official game score card, held by the home plate umpire, over his name acknowledging his waiving his right to protective gear and accepting his own personal responsibility to elect not to wear said gear.  This must be done before play begins.
    PLEASE PRINT AND READ THE PRE-TOURNAMENT INFORMATION.

                            Team Classification Process
It should be duly noted that neither the TEXAS HALF CENTURY CLUB nor its management has ANY input in the classification process as set forth for Senior Softball USA or the Senior Softball Summit.  For information on ratings, go to www.seniorsoftball.com and click on ratings.  Team ratings are calculated by a formula that considers run differential, previous years rankings and performance.
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NEW PROCEEDURES FOR 2011
       All Games, SEEDING and BRACKET will be 7 run inning games.  All games will be scheduled at 1:30 intervals.    In the event of ties, ITB rules will apply.  The player making the last out in the previous inning will begin on second base.  That player must advance one base before have a pinch of courtesy runner.  After two ITB innings, if still tied, we will go to ONE PITCH, with the same rules applying.
      Managers, please come to the park prepared to play.  Please assist the tournament director in getting you half of the game card for you next game done prior to the completion of the game just before you play your next game.  We are on a tight schedule due to the number of teams.  We truly appreciate the loyalty shown the THCC this year 2010, and are looking forward to serving you in 2011.    

AWARDS

First through third or fourth team awards will be awarded based on at least 6/8 teams minimums in each bracket.

All Tournament awards will be based on the number of teams in each age group/skill level.

MVP Club and Gold Club awards will be given based on age groups and skill levels.

Bracket Champions will receive individual awards.                       
