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December 1, 2007

Rules and By-Laws

Article I -- Name.

The name of the Association shall be the Texas Half Century Club, Inc. which shall be referred to as THCC here after.
Senior Softball USA shall be referred to as SSUSA here after.
Article II – Purpose.

The purpose of the THCC will be to foster, promote and regulate Half Century softball; to provide proper safeguards with the spirit of true sportsmanship; to encourage the unification of all Half Century teams and to promote and conduct monthly championship tournaments.  

Article III – Jurisdiction.

The THCC. is an affiliate of the SSUSA, and has been granted authority by them of the Half Century teams in the State of Texas. The constitution and by-laws of the SSUSA are adopted by THCC and are incorporated herein by reference.  The THCC has been granted territorial directorship for SSUSA for Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana.
Article IV – Membership.

A.   Teams may become members of the Association after paying an annual registration fee of $25, and by meeting qualifications of the THCC.  Registering for the following year begins on or after November 15. A current roster of team players, (no maximum), must be submitted to the offices of the THCC together with registration fee.  Rosters used for team registration and tournament play should contain each player’s name, full address, telephone number and THCC/SSUSA ID Number.   Forms are available at www.texashalfcentury.com
B.   An Official THCC registration form must be completed in full by every member of the THCC.  A five-year fee of $50 (pro rata) (i.e. A 57 yr old player joining will pay $30 and renew at age 60 for $50.)  must accompany each form and will include such information as each player’s full name, address, telephone number and place of birth.  The player’s signature on this form will allow for Verification in order to authenticate and verify the information contained therein.  Foreign born players must record their official naturalization serial number on this form.  In addition, the Release of Liability must be completed at this time.  Forms available at www.texashalfcentury.com
*Registered players with SSUSA will automatically be registered with THCC.

C.   No player is eligible to play in any tournament without having first been issued his official registration number.  Any individual found having falsified his document, or is found using a registration number issued to another person will be prohibited from membership for a period of five years from the date of the offense, or the date of the legal birth date of the individual, whichever is the longer penalty.

D.   A player becomes eligible during the calendar year in which he turns 50 years of age and has met the following criteria:

1. Completed Registration Form, including the Release of Liability Form, and has submitted both with the required fee of $50 (or adjusted fee) to the Executive Director.  SSUSA registered players are exempt from fees but must complete registration forms.
2. Player has been issued his THCC/SSUSA member number.

3. The number has been recorded on the tournament roster.
4. The player will present a valid Driver’s License and/or a photo ID should there be a question.

5. A player will have his registration card and photo ID on his person at all times during tournament play.
6. A player is limited to play for only one team at a tournament.  He cannot be on two rosters and play for different teams during the same weekend.
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Article IV – Membership, (cont).
E.   Out of state teams may be associate members of the THCClub and they may officially play in our tournaments when all of the requirements for membership are met.  All out of state players must be residents of the state from which the team is registered.  Open division teams may have players from states that border Texas.
F.   Conditions of continued membership in the THCC are applicable for all teams alike.  They are to be faithful in compliance with all rules and regulations, payment of fees and maintenance of conduct that will bring credit to this association.  

Article V – Election of Officers.

A.   The Officers of the THCC will be:  Executive Director, Managing Director, Secretary/ Treasurer, and each Areas Director.  These officers will make up the Executive Committee of the THCC.

B.    The appointment of area directors will be conducted by the Executive and Managing Directors of THCC.
Article VI – Age Groups of Teams.

A.   When a team forwards their fees for the following years registration, they are required to select an age division in which to play.   To be eligible to play in the division of their choice, their youngest player must meet the age requirements for that division.  
B.   The Calendar Year rule applies for all age divisions.   A player may play for a team in the age group of his choice provided he will reach that age, or more, in the current calendar year.     

Article VII – Invitational Tournaments.

A.   All registered teams in good standing are eligible to compete in THCC/SSUSA tournaments.
B.   All member teams will be seeded for tournament play.  The seed position of each team will reflect the team’s won-loss record with due consideration of competition.  
C.   Entry fee for all tournaments will be $295.00.

D.   There will be two major divisions of teams:

Competition Teams (Tournament Teams, and

Recreational Teams (League Teams*)

*AAA, Major and Major Plus Players may not play on Recreational Teams. 
E.   Tournament Area Directors will mail notifications and registration information no later than 30 days 
       before the first day of their tournament.   Closing date for registration will be no later than the Monday   

       before the tournament.  Notices and schedules will be available on the website www.texashalfcentury.com.
F.    Immediately following the closing date, the tournament Director will advise the UIC of the names of 
teams that have registered.  
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Article 7 – Invitational Tournaments, (cont).

G.   ROUND ROBIN play is the format for seeding for bracket play approved by the THCC/SSUSA.
H.  Standard play for all age groups will be as follows:

1. Use a modified 3 ball, 2 strike format, (one and one count).  No Courtesy Foul is allowed.

2. TIME LIMIT.   Each game will have a time limit of 60 minutes, starting with the umpire’s call to “Play Ball.”  The clock will stop if there is an injury requiring medical attention, or if there is a protest.  When 60 minutes has expired on the clock, the teams will finish that inning and play one more, if necessary.  Seeding games complete the inning when “time expired” announced.  The umpire should ensure his “Time Expired” announcement is heard by both Managers.
3. If, the game becomes tied after time has expired, the teams will play to the conclusion of the game.
4. TEXAS SHOOTOUT.  This tie breaker rule will be in effect starting with the 8th inning of all extra inning games, and will remain in effect for the rest of this game. The last batter of the previous inning will take 2nd base to start each new half inning and the batter will start with a 3 ball 2 strike count.  A courtesy runner may be used for this runner once the runner has advanced one base..

5. There will be a 3 to 6 home run limit in the upper level of the competitive division.  After home run limit recorded, all balls hit out of the park will be singles.  A base runner must be pushed in order to advance.  In the lower level of the competitive division, one home run per game will be allowed with subsequent balls hit out of the park resulting in an out with no runner advancing.  Major/Major Plus teams may elect a no “home run” limit at the beginning of the game by jointly electing the change and notifying the Home Plate Umpire.
I.   Rosters will be provided by the THCC/SSUSA Executive Office to each Tournament Director prior to his tournament. Rosters may be amended at any time prior to a team’s first game provided it meets the players and team membership requirements.  
J.   Awards will be given as follows:

1. At the conclusion of the tournament, the winning teams from each bracket will receive an award
and the players participating on the team on the day of said tournament will each receive an individual award, (limited to those signing the roster for said tournament).

2. Teams with the BEST RECORDS will be determined to have won their brackets unless by double elimination.



3.  In the event of a two-way tie, a bracket will be decided on the basis of head to head competition.



     Should this not determine the winner, the order of Tie-Breakers will:  First:  Least Runs Scored



     Against.  Second:  Most Runs Scored For.  Third:  Coin Flip, unless double elimination format.


4.  In the event of a three-way tie, a bracket will be decided in the following order:  First:  Least 


     
     Runs scored against.  Second:  Most Runs Scored For.  Third:  Coin Flips unless double 

                                elimination format. 


5.  In the event of a cancellation in mid-tournament, winners will be determined as above. If no



     winners can be named, a blind draw will be held to determine the bracket winners.

K.   In the event a participating THCC/SSUSA team is found to have an ineligible player on the team’s roster, the team’s Manager will be subject to a suspension from THCC/SSUSA sanctioned play for a period of up to 12 months from the date of the offense.  Depending on the severity of the offense, the offending team may also be fined an amount not to exceed $100.  If a fine is imposed, the offending team will not be allowed to resume play until the fine is paid in full to the Senior Softball Players Grant A Wish Foundation.
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Article VII – Invitational Tournaments, (cont).
L.   Players found to be playing with an illegal membership number are subject to a suspension

from THCC/SSUSA sanctioned play for a period of up to 5 years from the date of the offending player's birthday, or from the date of the offense, whichever is greater.  Other penalties:


1. 
Altered Bat:  Up to12 months suspension after investigation of the bat. (First Offense, Next offense  

                          - lifetime

2.  
Playing as a pick-up for the 5th time, (up to 3 months suspension).

3.  
Player ejected by Umpire must sit for the remainder of the game, and the next. Ejected for the 2nd time in one calendar year will result in suspension of that player for the remainder of the tournament.  Ejected for the 3rd time in one calendar year will result in suspension of that player for 3 months. All ejections will be reviewed by the executive staff, tournament director and UIC to determine if further action is necessary.
M.   Penalties are subject to review by the Executive Office at the written request of any suspended members.  Appeals are to be made to the Executive Director.  

N.  TEMPORARY PICKUPS,   Registered teams may pick up a maximum of 3 players under the following criteria:


1.   
The player who is picked up must be from the same geographical area as the team to 



             which he is going.  


2.   
No more than one player may be picked up from a team seeded in a higher division.


3.   
Pickup players can only play for that team and no other team during the tournament.


4.   
A Players Pick-up Form must be submitted for pickup players prior to the first game.

5.   
Pickup players must make an appearance at the desk prior to the first game with THCC/SSUSA card and Photo ID.

6.   
Players may not be used as a pickup more than 4 times in any calendar year.


7.   
Pickup players must meet the age division criteria.

O.   PERMANENT ADDITIONS,   A registered player may change his/her team at any time by meeting the following criteria.
1. The player must be from the same geographical area as the team to which he is going.

2. The player may not return to the team from which he resigned for a period of 6 months.  

3. The player must fill out a Player Transfer Form and submit it to the Executive Director, or at the check-in desk. 

4. If the player chooses the latter, he must appear at the desk with his THCC card and photo ID.
5. Failure to submit the proper Form will constitute the player as ineligible and subject him to the penalties listed above, (see Article 7, Paragraph J).
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ARTICLE VII – Invitational Tournaments, (cont).

P.  STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.   In November, the THCC will hold its State Championship Tournament.  The entry fee for this tournament will be $425 per team.  
1. State Tournament format will be the same as in previous tournaments but with the added feature of Divisional playoffs to determine the Champions of each Division.  

2. Rosters for the State Championship will be frozen after the October tournament with no Player additions allowed until the December next season Kick Off tournament. Pickups will be allowed but only to a maximum of 3 players.

3. Prizes and awards will be given to each bracket winner in the normal manner, and separate prizes will   be presented to the Playoff winners.

4. Teams will be seeded and brackets formed in the normal manner.  
ARTICLE VIII – Game Balls.   All tournaments balls must be approved by the THCC Managing Director.  Current ball for use is the THCC TRUMP 44 CORE / 375 COMPRESSION.  Initial balls will be provided by the THCC during team managers meeting and will be the same make and quality for all games. Additional balls maybe purchased from the THCC Tournament Director.
ARTICLE IX – Tournament Rules.
A.   Teams may bat up to fifteen (15) players and all players in the starting lineup may interchange with any fielders at any time during the game.
B.   If an injured player must be removed from the game and no substitute is available to take his place, the batters next turn at bat, and all subsequent turns at bat will be recorded as an out.
C.   COURTESY RUNNERS.

1. The Courtesy Runner rules apply to all age divisions.

2. Any player on the roster may be used as a Courtesy Runner.

3. A courtesy runner may be inserted only before the first pitch to all subsequent batters.  Should a courtesy runner be inserted after the first pitch has been made to any batter, the runner will be declared to be out once he touches the base.  This is not an appeal play.

4. A courtesy runner is in the game when he touches the base, and no courtesy runner may then be used for this runner.  

5. While the number of courtesy runners a team may use in one inning is limitless, no individual runner can be used as a courtesy runner more than once in any inning. 

6. A player removed for a courtesy runner may not himself be used as a courtesy runner in that inning.

7. A player who is used as a courtesy runner, and reaches base in a subsequent at bat later in that same inning, may not be removed for a courtesy runner.

8. An appeal for an illegal courtesy runner must be made after the base is touched, and before the next pitch, otherwise the appeal is invalid.  

D. The 12/15/20 run MERCY RULE is in effect for all games, including playoffs, with the exception of final State Championship game for each division.  Leads of 12 runs after 5 innings, 15 runs after 4 innings, or 20 runs after 3 innings, will end that game with the leading team declared the winner.   The final State Championship games will be played until conclusion without a time limit or mercy rule.  However, a losing team may invoke the mercy rule at any time.

THCC By-Laws, December 1, 2007.








Page 6.

ARTICLE IX – Tournament Procedures, (cont).

E.   Teams may start or finish a game with 9 players in all age divisions with the exception of the 65’s & 70’s, who may start or finish with 10 players.  If a team is playing with these minimum numbers, and they lose one due to an ejection, that game will then be forfeited.  However, if such a team loses one player due to an injury, the game will continue and that player will be declared out each time his turn to bat comes due.
F.   TIE BREAKER RULE, (Texas Shootout).  When games are tied after 7 innings, each subsequent half inning will start with the last batter from the previous inning on 2nd base.  These games will continue in this manner until a winner is determined. The batter count will be 3 balls, 2 strikes.
ARTICLE X – Umpires & Scorekeepers.
A.   All umpires will be SSUSA certified.  They may not officiate and play for a team in the same weekend during the tournament.

B.   There will be one SSUSA qualified umpire for each seeding game during a tournament and two umpires during bracket play.
C.   Each game will have an Official Scorekeeper determined by the coin flip, home team. Each team should provide a scorekeeper and check the scores with the Umpire at the conclusion of each inning. 
ARTICLE XI – Entry Fee Refund.

A.   A refund amounting to 90% of the entry fee will be returned to the teams in the event a tournament is completely cancelled due to bad weather, or for some other reason and cannot be rescheduled.  Should a cancellation occur after a tournament has begun, a refund will be made by the tournament Director with the approval of the Executive Director, who, following a review of expenses incurred, will approve the amount to be refunded. Refunds should be sent out to the teams within 14 days of the tournament date.

B.  Refunds sent to teams for a partially played tournament will be made on a pro-rated basis, depending on the number of games each team played before the tournament was cancelled. Teams that played 3 games or more will not receive a refund.  

ARTICLE XII – Protests.

A.  All disputes that result in a team protest MUST be settled by the Executive Director or Managing Director and Umpire-in-Chief before the game can be resumed.   Once the game resumes, the protest becomes invalid.  Only the manager, or acting manager for each team can lodge an Official Protest.
ARTICLE XIII – Ammendments.

A.  These by-laws may be added to, amended, or repealed by a two-thirds majority of the members present at any meeting.
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ARTICLE XIV – Duties of the Officers.
A.   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  It is the duty of the Executive Director to preside at all membership meetings of the THCC, to execute all rules and regulations that pertain to the Association’s business or organization, and to make such appointments as he deems necessary for the good of the order, with the concurrence of the Executive Committee.  He will serve as ex-officio member on all committees. 
B.  MANAGING DIRECTOR:   It will be the duty of the Managing Director to assume the duties of the Tournament Director when necessary. The Managing Director will be in charge of all THCC products sold at all THCC tournaments.  He will serve as liaison between the Association and SSUSA.

C.  SECRETARY/TREASURER:   It is the duty of the Secretary to record the minutes of the Association’s business meetings.  If the secretary is unable to attend a subsequent meeting, the secretary must furnish the Executive Director with a copy of the minutes of the previous meeting.  
D.  AREA DIRECTOR:   It is the duty of each Area Director to be the representative for the THCC and the teams in his/her tournament and to be responsible for assuring the THCC rules are adhered to by all teams. He/she is to be the liaison between the teams and players in his geographical area and the Directors of the THCC Association.

E.  The Executive Committee will have general supervision of the affairs and business of the THCC/SSUSA tournaments and events.

ARTICLE XV – MEETINGS.

The THCC will hold an Annual Meeting, the date and location of which will be set by the Executive Committee. All Area Directors and Team Managers may attend. The agenda for said meeting will be established prior to the meeting.  (First meeting scheduled for December 2008)
ARTICLE XVI – Rules of Order.
A.  In the absence of specific rules, Robert’s Rules of Order will govern the deliberations and conduct of the THCC at all its meetings.

B.  The Executive Director will conduct the business of the meetings of the THCC.
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ARTICLE XVII – Geographical Areas for Area Directors
A.   Distinct geographical areas are defined in Texas and it border states for each Area Director.  
Area 1 – Skip Kellar – Brownsville, Texas
Area 2 –  Bill Blake – San Antonio, Texas
Area 3 –  Fidel Perez – Austin, Texas
Area 4 – Jim Tharpe – Houston, Texas
Area 5 - Ed Jones – Dallas/Ft Worth, Texas
Area 6 – Dan Ferrar – Shreveport, LA

Area 7 – Joe Dawson – Texarkana, USA

Area 8 – Dennis Baker – Oklahoma City, OK
B.  All players must play for a team within the geographical area of the THCC areas in which they each reside.  
C.  Every player will be registered in one of the specified areas.  

D.  Out of State players fall into two categories:   One:  The player who lives outside the state throughout the entire year.  This player’s ID Number identifies him as a non-resident of Texas, which limits him to playing in only 2 tournaments during the year.  He may play for any team provided he meets the age qualifications for that team. .  The second category is for players who are part time residents of Texas.  This player’s ID Number identifies him as a part-time resident who is attached to the geographical area in Texas in which he lives, and for the team in that area on whose roster he is listed.  For the time he maintains his Texas residency, he is eligible to play in that many tournaments. Should he move his Texas residency from one geographical area to another, he must follow the rule of Paragraph C, (above).  
ARTICLE XVIII– Area Directors.

A.  Each Area Director is to be appointed by the Executive and Managing Director to serve for an indefinite term with removal only for just cause.

B.  Each Area Director will oversee the preparation and conduct of all THCC/SSUSA sponsored tournaments.

C.  Each Area Director must be a member in good standing of the THCC.  He is to report directly to the Executive Committee.
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ARTICLE XVIII – Area Directors (cont).

D.  Each Area Director will be reimbursed for expenses incurred as a result of carrying out their duties.  To cover this expense, the THCC will be obligated to pay each tournament Director a total of $10 for each team that registered to play in his tournament.  
E.  Duties of the Area Directors.
1. Be available by telephone, prior to and in-person to answer all questions at the Directors specific tournaments..  

2. Review registration and rosters before each tournament with Executive Committee.

3. Review tournament divisions and schedule.

4. Arrange meeting with each team and UIC before the start of each tournament.

5. Attend each tournament.

6. Settle any disputes and protests regarding playing rules, with a member of the THCC Board
7. Review roster changes and rule on eligibility of any player who may be challenged.

8.  Evaluate the playing sites for each tournament.

ARTICLE XIX – Membership Expulsion.
A.  In the spirit and purpose of the THCC, any member who consistently behaves in an irrational manner, makes threats to any member of the Executive Committee, files a lawsuit against the THCC, teams, and/or Directors, over rules or decisions by the Texas Half Century Club, or is convicted of a felony crime, will be removed from membership of the THCC by the Executive Committee for a period of 5 years.  Reinstatement will be considered at the end of 5 years by the Executive Committee.  

Any team who consistently violates the rules of the THCC, makes threats to any Officer and/or Director, files a lawsuit against the THCC, its members, teams, Officers and/or Directors, will be removed from the THCC membership by the Executive Officers.  All rostered team members will be suspended for 12 months.  Individual players may petition the THCC Executive Committee for earlier reinstatement.

ARTICLE XX – Hall of Fame.

A.  Each year, the Board will review nominations the THCC Hall of Fame.  Nominations should be submitted in writing to the Hall of Fame Chairman two months prior to the THCC Annual Meeting. Approval votes for the nomination will be conducted by the Board and the Hall of Fame Committee for any person to be inducted into the Hall of Fame.

